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not only            originally  produced  but                   cut
polished in India.    If it be  so, the .trade is a
creditable  one  than  that   which                    Jewels  to
Ceylon, because the stones are really          they
to be true pebbles, and they are often extremely
ful objects.    It  has sometimes been thought         ia  the
brooch  the source  of the pebbles
employed  for the  purpose  is recorded, but the
derivation  is said   to be  from   the   French               a
,i spit  or skewer.    From   Barygaza, the modem
the famous onyx and murrhine cups of the early
and   Romans  were obtained, it is believed.    Nero is
said to have paid 300 talents or ^55,125  for one of the
small cups made of murrhine or carneliaa (?), which
probably not very different in any respect from those to
..be obtained in Bombay at the present day."*
There are many places in the Central Provinces
the Bombay Presidency where the minor precious stones
mentioned above are found. Of these the best khown are
Jabbalpur atod Ratanpur, The Ratanpur mines situated
in the Rewakantha District (Bombay Presidency) are
said to have afforded occupation to the -lapidaries of
Broach and Cambay for the last two thousand years.
The average- annual produce of these mines for 1878
was estimated at seventy thousand rupees.
Gold-washing still affords a more or less supplemental
means of subsistence to a small class
Gold and silver.         ...                 TT.   ,            ,._                 ,     f
of lowcaste Hindus in different         of
"Economic Geology of India." p 504,
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